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Before we begin, I want to let everyone know that Spanish interpretation is available. If 


you’re on a Mac or a PC, click on the globe icon at the bottom of the Zoom window only if 


you need Spanish translation. On iPhone or Android, it is in the options menu. Do not 


change any settings if you don’t need translation. 


Antes de comenzar, quiero que todos sepan que hay interpretación en español disponible. 


Si está en una Mac o una PC, haga clic en el icono del globo en la parte inferior de la 


ventana de Zoom. En iPhone o Android, está en el menú de opciones.


Also, please be aware that we will be recording this meeting for informational purposes for 


those who may not have been able to attend. Please turn off your camera if you would not 


like to be recorded.


Además, tenga en cuenta que grabaremos esta reunión con fines informativos para aquellos 


que no hayan podido asistir. Apague la cámara si no desea que le graben.


Interpretation
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Heidi Galassi


Principal
Michael 


Kim-Stevens


Assistant 
Principal


Welcome to Graham!


Casey Cissna


 Assistant 
Principal
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Graham at a Glance
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6:30-6:40  Interpretation/Welcome/Introduction  


6:45-6:50    Office and Support Team


6:50-7:00    Essential Elements, Student Agency & 


                         Welcome Days


7:00-7:10 Classes and the 8 Period Schedule


7:10-7:15 Electives


7:15-7:20 Beyond the School Day


7:20-7:25 Helpful Information


7:25-7:30 Q & A 


What to expect tonight
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Office Team
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At Risk Supervisor


 Arturo Noriega  anoriega@mvwsd.org 


What does an At Risk Supervisor do? 
• Helps with overall student climate
• Assists in conflict prevention
• Supports counselors to help with mental health 


intervention
• Student check-ins 
• Monitors student progress 
• Restorative Practice
• Campus safety



mailto:anoriega@mvwsd.org
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Natalie Lescano nlescano@mvwsd.org 


What does a School and Community Engagement
Facilitator do?
• A direct connection between school and families.  
• She is an active participant in ELAC. 
• Knowledgeable about programs and resources
• Provide opportunities and increase family involvement
• Support to promote the value and appreciation of 


school diversity


School Community Engagement 
Facilitator
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School Counselor


Dena Vang – 8th(L-Z) & 7th dvang@mvwsd.org
Pedro Serrano – 8th(A-K) & 6th pserrano@mvwsd.org 


What does the School Counselor do?  
• Academic Schedules
• Academic Support
• Social Emotional support
• Crisis Support
• 504s
• Collaboration with mental health agencies
• Support High School Transition



mailto:dvang@mvwsd.org
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School Secretaries


Maria Lopez 


Extension 2603


mlopez@mvwsd.org


★ Speaks Spanish
★ Attendance
★ Report Cards
★ PowerSchool Questions
★ Website maintenance


Elizabeth (Liz) Robertson


Extension 2604


erobertson@mvwsd.org 


★ CAASPP Coordinator
★ Finances
★ COVID testing
★ 8th Promotion and 


Activities



mailto:mlopez@mvwsd.org

mailto:erobertson@mvwsd.org
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Essential 
Elements & 
First Days 
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Welcome Day(s)


• Multi grade “Home Teams”


• Community Building 
through Essential Elements


• Set expectations for 
academics and behavior.


• Teacher workshops


Essential Elements & 
First Days of School


Essential Elements
I Belong: We will collaborate to develop an 


innovative and inclusive environment. 


Do No Harm: We will focus on being 


compassionate


Together We Can: We will be ready to 


contribute thoughtfully in our community


Take Pride: We will become resilient and 


creative to positively affect our community.


Pursue Knowledge: We will respect every 


students opportunity to be a lifelong 


learner.
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Student Agency


- Self-efficacy
- Self-regulation
- Perseverance of effort
- Metacognition
- Locus of Control
- Pursuit of interest
- Mastery orientation
- Future orientation
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Schedule & Core 
Subjects
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8 Period Schedule
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8 Period Schedule
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8 Period Schedule
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  Class Schedule
Every student gets these 5 core classes:


– Math
– Science
– Social Studies
– English Language Arts
– Physical Education


Students have up to 3 electives included in their schedules.


→ NO lockers, so book bags are needed.
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• Ancient Cultures from around the World
– Early Humans
– Mesopotamia
– Egypt
– Ancient Hebrews


• Reading, writing, critical thinking and 
discussion skills


• Curriculum lays foundation to continue 
studying World Cultures in 7th grade


Social Studies


– India 
– China
– Greece
– Rome
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• StudySync Curriculum
– Excerpt-based thematic units
– CA Common Core State Standards-aligned
– Fiction and non-fiction texts on a variety of topics 


& including a variety of voices


• Novel Studies


• Informational and Argumentative Writing


English Language Arts
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Main Units:
1. Scientific Skills 
2. Cells 
3. Human Body and Genetics
4. Thermal Energy
5. Climate and Climate Change


Science


Within each unit we will grow our understanding of the main topics 
through the exploration of a phenomenon, hands on experiments, creating 
scientific models, and writing scientific explanations.
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level
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What measures are we planning to use to 
determine a pathway:


• iReady
• CAASPP 


Determining Pathways
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• Math Placements are confirmed after August i-Ready 
assessments. 


• We have a Math Appeals Process in place for families.


• Complete Math Placement Appeal Form and submit it to the 
school office or email it to their middle school principal 
(dates TBD, will be confirmed in early Fall) 


• A Math Placement Appeals Team composed of the parent(s), 
student, math department chair, counselor, and school and 
district administrators will meet to review the request.  


• After the meeting, the Math Placement Team will make a 
decision and communicate the result to parents in writing 
within 48 hours.


Math Appeals Process
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PURPOSE AND INTENT OF THE GRAHAM’S PE 
DEPARTMENT IS:


• to provide a sequential program that exposes 
students to a variety of sports and activities;


• to foster the development of appropriate
     physical and social skills;
• to promote and encourage lifelong fitness;
• to develop an appreciation for a healthy
     lifestyle.


Physical Education
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• Graham PE Uniforms purchased 
• Baskets and locker room 


procedures
– Loaner policy, valuables, 


shoes
• Rotating locations and units


– Weather
• Fitness Days


– 5 Fitness Components
• Standards based instruction 
• No Showers


Physical Education
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Electives
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Electives
The Process:


➔ Students take an Interest 
Survey in January 


➔ Elective offerings are based 
on student interest and 
staffing.  


➔ An elective catalog will come 
out in the Spring.


➔ Students pick 5 electives in 
rank order


➔ Graham does their best to 
work within the top 3 
choices.  


What are the possible electives 
(subject to change based on 
student interest and staffing):


Art, Band, Choir, Creative Writing, 
Current Events with GMSTV, 
Guitar, Life Skills, Orchestra 
(String classes), Science Wheel,  
Design Thinking, Drama, Spanish, 
Journalism, Coding, Media Wheel, 
Math Wheel, Marine Biology, and 
Leadership. 
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Design Thinking
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Art Show
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GMS TV
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Robotics
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Auditorium - Visual And Performing Arts
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MUR







Mountain View Whisman School District 35


School Life
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Beyond the School 
Day
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After School Sports
5 Sports Seasons


Thank you MVEF for your support!


BOY’S SPORTS
● VOLLEYBALL
● CROSS COUNTRY 


(COED)
● WRESTLING (COED)
● BASKETBALL
● SOCCER
● TRACK AND FIELD 


(COED)


GIRL’S SPORTS
● SOFTBALL
● CROSS COUNTRY 


(COED)
● WRESTLING (COED)
● VOLLEYBALL
● BASKETBALL
● SOCCER
● TRACK AND FIELD 


(COED)
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Some of this year’s choices:


• Jazz/Hip Hop Dance Teams
• Environmental
• Chess Club
• Queer Straight Alliance
• Math Olympiad
• Coding 
• Robotics
• Legos
• Empathizers
• Knitting
• Dungeons & Dragons


CLUBS


• They change from 
year-to-year


• You can create a club.
– Need to get a 


teacher to host the 
club 







Mountain View Whisman School District


Track & Field
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Dance Club
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School Dances
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Yosemite 8th Grade Trip
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ROAR Club
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Helpful 
Information
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• PowerSchool 
(Students are taught 
during Welcome Days)


• Letter Grades are 
entered regularly


• Progress Reports
• Nightly Homework
• Minimum 2.0 needed 


to participate in after 
school activities


    Grades
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If your student is coming from a 
MVWSD elementary school, re-enroll!


• Click on the email in your inbox to confirm the 
enrollment of your returning student for the 
2024-25 school year


• Email will lead you to the Powerschool Parent 
Portal 


• Re-enroll by Feb. 9
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If you are new to MVWSD - Register!


• Go to MVWSD.org/Register for a list of documents 
you will need
– Instructions and videos available
– Students entering 7th grade need a TDAP booster 


and the second vaccination of Varicella 


• Before Feb. 9, log on to MVWSD.org/Register 


• Go to the “Step 3” tab and click to register your 
student
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How Can Parents Get Involved?


• PTA - President, Trish Gilbert
• trish.gilbert@yahoo.com
• ELAC (English Language Advisory Committee)-  Casey 


Cissna (ccissna@mvwsd.org) 
• SSC (School Site Council) - Michael Kim-Stevens 


mkimstevens@mvwsd.org


• MVEF (Mountain View Educational Foundation)- 
Executive Director, Dena Seki dena@mvef.org


• Graham Website https://graham.mvwsd.org/
• Check out our Instagram and Facebook posts!



mailto:trish.gilbert@yahoo.com

mailto:ccissna@mvwsd.org

mailto:mkimstevens@mvwsd.org

mailto:dena@mvef.org

https://graham.mvwsd.org/
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Both MVEF and PTA 
support our public schools.


• PTA unifies the school 
community, coordinates 
classroom and event volunteers, 
and tailors different programs at 
each school. PTA can not pay for 
teachers or staff.


• MVEF funding pays for teachers 
and staff to deliver essential 
educational programs, including 
teachers and staff, equitably at 
every school in MVWSD.


Tanto MVEF como PTA 
apoyan a nuestras escuelas 
públicas.


• La PTA construye la comunidad 
escolar, coordina a los voluntarios y 
adapta diferentes programas para 
cada escuela. La PTA no puede 
pagar por los maestros o el 
personal.


• Los fondos de MVEF pagan a los 
maestros y al personal para que 
brinden programas educativos 
esenciales de manera equitativa en 
todas las escuelas de MVWSD.
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MVEF funds Smaller ELA classes, athletics, clubs in the 
Middle Schools 


● Students from all elementary schools come together in middle 


school.


● All MVWSD students receive similar opportunities for 


enrichment. 


● Smaller ELA class sizes increase opportunities for all students.


● Enrichment improves learning outcomes for all students. 


MVEF financia clases más pequeñas de ELA, atletismo, clubes en 
las escuelas intermedias


● Los estudiantes de todas las escuelas primarias se reúnen en su escuela intermedia.


● Todos los estudiantes de MVWSD reciben oportunidades similares de 


enriquecimiento.


● El tamaño más pequeño de las clases de ELA aumenta las oportunidades para todos 


los estudiantes.


● El enriquecimiento mejora los resultados de aprendizaje para todos los estudiantes.
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Q & A SESSION


Learn more about 
MVWSD by watching our 
district video 


Learn more about 
Graham by watching our 
school video 



https://vimeo.com/873787363?share=copy

https://vimeo.com/873784917?share=copy




